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From: Kim Montgomery [KMontgomery@rampdl.org) sent: Tue 9/19/2006 2:31 PM

To: Kevin Martin; Deborah Tate; Robert McDowell; Michael Copps; Jonathan Adelstein; Monica Desai

Cc:

Subject:

Attachments:

Dear FCC Chairman and Commissioners,

The recent ruling, granting exemption from captioning to ANGLERS FOR CHRIST
MINISTRIES, INC. and NEW BEGINNING MINISTRIES furthers discrimination experienced
by persons who are deaf or have profound hearing loss.

In communication, providing captioning should be considered a cost of production
as integral as the camera, the writer, the director, the venue or air time;
thereby if an entity is able to secure the other components of production, they
should be held to provide a method by which persons of every ability may benefit,
or not produce at all.

The Americans with Disabilities Act is only as good as the enforcement our Leaders
place behind it. These type of exceptions will have others knocking on the door to
excuse themselves from the undue hardship of providing equal access to goods and
services until the ADA is just a distant memory.

Shame on New Beginning Ministries and Anglers for Christ Ministries for asking
openly to discriminate against people with disabilities, and the FCC for granting
their request. Certainly, Christianity should never use undue hardship as an
excuse for discrimination.

Kim Montgomery
202 Market Street
Rockford, IL 61107

FILEDIACCEPTED
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Pam Gregory
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Donald Bland
----- Original Message -----
From: "Pam Gregory" <Pam.Gregory@fcc.gov>
To: <debland@comcast.net>
Sent Tuesday, October 24, 20069:17 AM
Subject: your email to the fcc

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

debland [debland@comcast.net]
Tuesday, October 24, 2006 7:55 PM
Pam Gregory
Re: your email to the fcc

Hello: You wrote the FCC about closed captioning. I would like to put your
comments in the record. May I please have your first and last name? Thank
you

Pam.Gregory@fcc.gov

--_._- _. _...-



sent: Fri 9/22/2006 11:42 PM
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From: debland [debland@comcasLnet]

To: Monica Desai

Cc:

Subject: captions

Attachments:

We need to keep closed caption for deaf and hard hearing. Especially for news and religious and political shows. This could also
affect you as you grow older and possibly become hard hearing.

https://webmail.fcc.gov/exchangelPam.Gregory/InboxIMore%20cc%20undue%20burden... 10123/2006
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From: laura sssss [muslcmlnd75@yahoo.oom] sent: Thu 9/21/2006 9:05 PM

To: FCCINFO; Kevin Martin; Michael Copps; Jonathan Adelstein; Deborah Tate; Robert McDowell

Cc: Monica Desai; Jay Keithley; Tom.Chandler@fcc.gov; Cheryl King; Inc.lnfo@tdl-onllne.org
Subject:
Attachments:

september 21, 2006

Kevin J. Martin, Chairman
Michael J. Copps, Commissioner
Jonathan 5. Adelstein, Commissioner
Deborah Taylor Tate, Commissioner
Robert M. McDowell, Commissioner

Dear Commissioners,

This Is to let you know that I fully support the
action alerts from TOI and other national
organizations to oppose the decisions taken by the
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) on september
12, 2006. We respectfully ask that the FCC reverse Its
september 12, 2006 decisions regarding television
captioning waivers.

Churches make up a very Important part of every
oommunlty. It Is within their mission to support the
basic needs of all people within their reach. When
Hurricane Katrina struck the Gulf Coast one year ago,
they were among the first to offer help with shelter,
food, and other assistance to the 5Urvtvors.
Captioning lV programs does meet a Ieg~imate basic
need for access to Information Just like bUilding a
ramp to the church dioor. By providing captions to meet
the needs of a significant population group, the
churches will find themselves with an expanded lV
viewership, which wllliead to an increase in their
membership and other support from the oommunlty. When
children and adults are able to read captions on
spl~ual programs, they are Influenced to live up to
high moral standards and oontribute their part to the
oommunlty. Hearing loss is the number one growing
disability among senior citizens £) they will flnd
themselves depending on captioning to listen to the
message.

We want to participate fully In all programs and
services at our local church because ~ serves as a
v~1 resource that empowers us to be fully integrated
In the oommunlty. If one of us who are deaf or hard of
hearing sees the services with captions on lV, we can
interact with other church members, neighbors, fellow
employees, family members, and service professionals
In the local community. We stand to benefit from the
"local connection" that national religioUS programs
are unable to provide.

We know that all video programmers have had ten years
to prepare for the captioning regulations now In
place, and temporary waivers when appropriate. When
you give full permanent exemptions to the two

https://webmail.fcc.gov/exchangelPam.Gregory/lnboxIMore%20cc%20undue%20burden... 10/23/2006



programmers, It reverses all the access we have worked
on for years. We ask that programmers consider other
possible revenue options such as sponsorships,
long-term captioning service agreements, and
aftermarket sales (videotapes or DVDs) to cover and
minimize the cost of captioning. Or, they can reduce
other expenses In their production budgets to enable
the proVIsion of captioning.

Closed captioning gives me a} access to news that Is
indlspensible to the community, b) entertainment that
Is an Integral part of our lives, and c) education
that paves the way for us to become self-sufliclent In
society. The information that everyone In the
community receives Is also Important to me and I can
only get It If It Is captioned.

Thank you for your consideration,

Sincerely,

Laura safranskl
3102 N. 28th St.
Phoenix, A2 8S016

cc:
Monica Desai, Chief, Consumer & Governmental Affairs
Bureau Jay Keithley, Deputy Chief (Polley), Consumer &
Governmental Affairs Bureau Tom Chandler, Chief,
Disability Rights OffICe Cheryl King, Deputy Chief,
DIsability Rights Offlce

Vour US Senator and/or US Congressman

Page 2of2

nOC:<Ff ;.p: COP'( OfllGh'/N..

Talk Is cheap. Use Vahoo! Messenger to make PC-to-Phone calls. Great rates starting at 14/min.

https://webmail.fcc.gov/exchangelPam.Gregory/InboxIMore%20cc%20undue%20burden... 10/23/2006
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From: Lawrence J. Brick [Ibrlck@ga-sk.com) sent: Wed 9/20/2006 9:51 PM

To: Deborah Tate; Kevin Martin; Michael Copps; Jonathan Adelstein; Monica Desai; Robert MCOowe11

Cc: National Coundl of Churches

Subject: Exemptions for Close captions

Attachments:

It is my understanding that Bush's Faith-based initiative program provides
funding to faith-based organizations. Did the FCC check into whether those
organizations and churches that applied for exemptions are receiving any
such funds? I suggest you look deeper and, if necessary, take corrective
action to avoid being accused of being in collusion with the Faith-based
organi2ations and churches in violating the regulations of the Americans for
Disabilities Act. While I question whether Bush's Faith-based initiative
violates the "separation of church and stare" clause in the US Constitution,
I won't go into that. But at the very least, FCC should make sure that the
church either honors the "separation of church and state" clause in our US
Constitution and return all federal funds received or, if they are accepting
Federal money, they should comply completely with the laws and regulations
of this country and that includes ciose captioning their TV programs.

Lawrence J. Brick
3017 Midvale Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19129-1027
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From: laura sssss [muslcmlnd7s@yahoo.com) sent: Thu 9/21/2006 9:05 PM

To: FCCINFO; Kevin Martin; Michael Copps; Jonathan Adelstein; Deborah Tate; Robert McDowell
ce: Monica Desai; Jay Keithley; Tom.Chandler@fcc.gov; Cheryl King; Inc.lnfo@tdi-onllne.org
Subject::

Attachments:

September 21, 2006

Kevin J. Martin, Chairman
Michael J. Copps, COmmissioner
Jonathan S. Adelstein, COmmissioner
Deborah Taylor Tate, COmmissioner
Robert M. McDowell, COmmissioner

Dear CommiSSiOners,

This Is to let you know that I fully support the
action alerts from TOI and other national
organizations to oppose the decisions taken by the
Federal COmmunications COmmission (FCC) on september
12, 2006. We respectfully ask that the FCC reverse Its
september 12, 2006 decisions regarding televiSIon
captioning waivers.

Churches make up a very Important part of every
community. It is wllhln their mission to support the
basic needs of all people w~hln their reach. When
Hurricane Katrina struck the Gulf Coast one year ago,
they were among the first to offer help wllh she~r,

food, and other assistance to the survivors.
captioning TV programs does meet a 1eg~lmate basic
need for access to Infonnatlon Just like bUilding a
ramp to the church door. By proViding captions to meet
the needs of a significant population group, the
churches will find themselves wllh an expanded TV
viewership, which will lead to an increase In thelr
membership and other support from the community. When
children and adults are able to read captions on
splrttual programs, they are influenced to live up to
high moral standards and contrtbute their part to the
community. Hearlng loss Is the number one growing
disability among senior citizens f) they will find
themselves depending on captioning to listen to the
message.

We want to participate fully In all programs and
services at our local church because ~ serves as a
~I resource that empowers us to be fully Integrated
In the community. If one of us who are deaf or hard of
hearlng sees the services wllh captions on TV, we can
Interact wllh other church members, neighbors, fellow
employees, family members, and service professionals
in the local community. We stand to benefit from the
"local connection" that national religious programs
are unable to provide.

We know that all video programmers have had ten years
to prepare for the captioning regulations now In
place, and temporary waivers when approprlate. When
you give full permanent exemptions to the two

J
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programmers, It reverses all the access we have worKed
on for years. We ask that programmers consider other
possible revenue options such as sponsorships,
long-term captioning service agreements, and
aftermarket sales (videotapes or DVDs) to cover and
minimize the cost of captioning. Or, they can reduce
other expenses In their production budgets to enable
the provision of captioning.

Closed captioning gives me a) access to news that Is
Indlspenslble to the community, b) entertainment that
is an Integral part of our lives, and c) education
that paves the way for us to become self-sufficient In
society. The Information that everyone In the
community receives is also Important to me and I can
only get ~ If ~ Is captioned.

Thank you for your consideration,

Sincerely,

Laura safranskl
3102 N. 28th St.
Phoenix, Az 85016

cc:
MoniCa Desai, Chief, Consumer & Governmental Affairs
8ureau Jay Ke~ley, Deputy Chief (Policy), Consumer &
Governmental Affairs Bureau Tom Chandler, Chief,
Disability RIghts OffIce Cheryl KIng, Deputy Chief,
Disability RIghts OffIce

Your US senator and/or US Congressman

Talk is cheap. Use Yahoo! Messenger to make PC-to-Phone calls. Great rates starting at 1¢/min.

https:llwebmail.fcc.gov/exchangelPam.GregorylInboxIMore%20cc%20undue%20burden... 10/23/2006
_.•.•.._..._----



00-J-:s1

Page 1 ot 1

bach} No.
Pam Greg.0i,jry _
From: MAND5MCD@aol.com [MAND5MCD@aol.coml sent: Mon 9/18/2006 1:55 PM

To: Deborah Tate; Robert McDowell; Michael Copps; Jonathan Adelstein; Monica Desai

Cc:

Subject: closed caption

Attachments:

If anything is to be done it would be improvements,,,My daughter is deaf and relys on the CC she would like to
continue to be a part of our world,,,,,,,Thank you,Mary McDonough

J
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From: louka128@verizon.net [louka128@verizon.netj

To: Monica Desai

Cc:
Subject: Closed caption

Attachments:

Hello Monica,
You, hearing people relied so much on radio and television to keep informed of what's going in the world and

also hear good jokes, stories and educational suffs. What's about us, deaf people?

We cannot hear radio at all and television(without closed caption), too, so how can we be aware of what's
going around us? We, deaf people are actually loners because we know hearing people don't want to be
bothered or help us at all, and there are very few ones with good hearts to help us. But we cannot depend on
them.

About my life, my childhood life was very lonesome because closed caption was not invented yet. I had to
use my imagination or be creative what's going on Tv programs. Now with that closed caption, it opens up my
silent world and I love every moments of seeing words on television programs, wor1dwide news and local
news.

That's what keep me educated and I also feel I'm equal to hearing people.
If you guys in government try to stop that dosed caption, you will hear lots of news about deal people not

aware of what's going with the weather reports(floodlng, tornado, hUrricane,etc.), and what's about warning
on some health watchout(mad cow, coli-food, defective medicine, etc.

Don't put us, deaf people back to silent world, please. Closed caption is like cell phones to hearing people-
can't funtion without it. Thanks for listening to me.

Sincerely, Kathleen carnpero from Pittsburgh, PA.

J
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From: Lisa Steinfeld [Iisa@stelnsquared.com] sent: Mon 9/25/2006 9:43 AM

To: Kevin Martin; Michael Copps; Jonathan Adelstein; Deborah Tate; Robert McDowell

Cc: Monica Desai

Subject: Bad decision

Attachments:

Dear Chairman and Commissioners,

The decision to grant a large number of captioning exemptions is a
bad one. I urge you to reverse it immediately. We have made too many
strides with accessibility and captioning to start a slippery slope.
Think about the repercussions; we deaf and hard of hearing people
have and we don't like them one bit.

Lisa Steinfeld
Pittsburgh, PA

j
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sent: Wed 9/20/2006 11:09 AM
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From: Lisa Adams [lIsa@mcabuslnesssupport.com]

To: Monica Desai

Cc:

Subject:

Attachments:

I have recently heard of the proposal to offer exemption from closed
captioning to television programs. How will this effect the lives of my
two hard of hearing children that rely on closed captioning to have
access to television programs, movies, games, news, etc.?

It has been my belief that the dosed caption requirement should be
extended to commercial programming and computer games, not just limited
to the main program. I didn't consider it possible that it would become
limited to only those programs that can alford it. Instead, we should
work with the contractors in offering an affordable way to provide
captioning. Does the government offer subsidy to organizations
providing captioning services so that it is more affordable? Does the
government limit the price that can be charged for such services by the
contractors?

My boys live in a world that leaves them isolated in so many ways.
Please don't take away the option of access to television programs.

I'm sure you have received many emails demanding your attention. Please
take a moment to respond by simply forwarding a web link or your
comments so that I can become involved, if necessary, in securing
accessibility to media for my children's future.

Lisa Adams 1MCA Business Support, LLC
mailto:lisa@mcabusinesssupport.com
visit us at www.mcabusinesssupport.com
p (318)208-0285 f (318)402-4635
Lisa Adams 1MCA Business Support, LLC
mailto: Iisa@mcabusinesssupport.com
visit us at www.mcabusinesssupport.com
p (318)208-0285 f (318)402-4635

J
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From: Linda Weiand [estmom@juno.com]

To: Kevin Martin

Cc: Michael Copps; Jonathan Adelstein; Deborah Tate; Monica Desai; Robert McDowell

SUbject: new wording and unfair allowance for closed captioning

Attachments:

I am 98% deaf and really need closed captioning on all programs I watch
on Television. I am alone inside and want to broaden my horizons. I
watch a large varity of programs to improve myself.

There are times I get upset with NBC newreports because the ciosed
captioning is not being typed and I want to know what Is happening.
othertimes I am frustrated because of the terrible mispellings and I am
"guessing" what is supposed to be written.

If you allow the new exceptions: 50 many wonderful programs will opt out
as "too expensive" and it will ultimately make us be second-rate citizens
again. We want assistance to be normal and function in the society of
today. When it became mandatory to have closed captions on all
television, it was a wonderful opening and gave me life. I depend on it
and love it. I have been deaf since I was four years old and now I am
65. That is 60 plus years of feeling "left out".

Please stop your rnadness...Thank you...Linda Weiand

12922 Charloma Drive

Tustin, ca. 92780

J
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Sent: Mon 9/18/2006 6:54 PM

PLEASE KEEP THE CLOSED CAPTIONED FOR THE DEAF WORLD'S SAKE.

MARGARET COYNE

HELLO THERE!!!

I CAN'T LIVE WITH IT. THANK YOU VERY MUCH.

Pam Greg~ _

From: Margaret L Coyne [poohmargie@hotmall.coml

To: Monica Desai

ceo
SUbject: closed captioned

Attachments:

https:/Iwebmail.fcc.gov/exchangelPam.Gregory/lnbox/More%20cc%20undue%20burden... 10123/2006
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Docket No. 06-181, Comments for the record, October 23,2~~.?6'~

~'*~
I. The FCC is undennining the ADA through its recent and excessivegran~'

of exemption from Closed Captioning requirements.

2. The FCC Chainnan is not taking calls or recommending contact except
through the complaints department when Chainnan Kevin Martin and his
commissioners are the ones changing the law.

3. People with hearing disabilities (10% ofthe population by census) and their
families are being put in danger by the FCC's allowing Emergency broadcasting
to be provided typically without captioning or written description ofthe
emergency, civil defense, and homeland security recommendations.

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has made a drastic change in
the implementing of ADA requirements in the last 8 months. It affects deaf, hard
of-hearing members and their families, and those who may lose some or all of
their hearing in the future. Deaf and hard-of-hearing people constitute 10% ofthe
American population according to the last census when the question was asked.

Closed Captioning is being undermined and excused from TV programming,
including emergency messaging. As you know, closed captioning enables people
with hearing impainnents to access TV (programs, news, etc.). The effects are
devastating and dangerous when information is not provided to people who
cannot get it any other way. Regarding emergency messaging, FCC has
detennined that the number ofpeople affected is de minimis, a small amount of
no legal significance! (10% of our population - 30,000,000 people!)

So far in 2006, the FCC announced receipt ofrequests of about 100 TV programs
to be excused from closed captioning. Between January and September 2006, the
FCC has actually received about 550 requests for TV programs to be shown
without closed captions. They have approved almost 300 of these requests
temporarily. On September 12, 2006, the FCC announced publicly that 2 TV
programs do not need to be closed captioned, forever. This is the first time since
the regulations were put in place in 1998 that this permanent dispensation has
been granted. 1998-2005, 67 requests were received; 3 were granted for 1-3 years
maximum.

Penny Posedly
Pposedly@aol.com
Arizona
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sent: Wed 9/27/200610:21 AM

Ilit You replied on 10/23/200610:23 AM.
Pam Gre~ _

From: RKnoIl5200@aol.com [RKnoI15200@aol.com]

To: Monica Desai

Cc:

Subject: Captioning

Attachments:

Please keep the captioning alive and well for those that are deaf, Deaf, hard of hearing. Thank you.

There are over 28, 000, 000 of us in the US.

https://webmail.fcc.gov/exchange/Pam.Gregory/lnbox/More%20cc%20undue%2Oburden... 10/23/2006
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10 This message was sent with high importance.
Pam Gre~ _

From: samuel E. LIss [sliss@adelphia.netl sent: Wed 10/11/2006 3:59 PM

To: Kevin Martin; Deborah Tate; Robert McDowell; Michael Copps; Jonathan Adelstein; Monica Desai

ceo 'deborah2'; 'Ed Paquin'; 'Andy Potek'; 'gregg meyer'; 'Eileen Gillies'; acvlnlng@sas.state.vt.us; chardn@sover.net;
'Richard & Nancy Bower'; hallkjohn@yahoo.com; emagick763@aol.com; 'MARlliA ROBERTS';
dpeebles@doc.state.vt.us

Subject: CONCERN REGARDING RECENT FCC RUUNGSI

Attachments:

-----Original Message-----
From: Samuel E. Liss [mailto:sliss@adelphia.netj
sent: Tuesday, October 10, 2006 7:12 PM
To: 'MARTHA ROBERTS'
Subject: RE: ACTION ALERT: CLOSED CAPTIONING THREATENED!
Importance: High

Dear sirs,

The Vermont center for Independent Living (Val) would like to express its
serious concern regarding two recent rulings (orders) by the Federal
Communications Commission which seem to run counter to the spirit of the
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).

In granting exemptions to existing closed captioning requirements, the FCC
may, in effect, be weakening landmark civil rights legislation intended to
promote the inclusion of all Americans, including those with disabilities,
in all aspects of American society. Particularly disturbing would be a
broadly applied exemption rationale.

We strongly feel that hearing impaired individuals, as well as individuals
with disabilities in general, deserve and indeed own the right of access to
communications intended for the general public; anything less would deprive
a large sector of Americans of their right of social Inclusion.

Thank you for your consideration.

Respectfully,

The Board of Directors
Vermont center for Independent Living

https://webmail.fcc.gov/exchangelPam.GregoryllnboxIMore%20cc%20undue%20burden... 10/2312006
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sent: Wed 9/20/2006 1:00 PM

Pam Greg:1 _

From: Shultes, Linda [Ishultes@umich.edu]

To: Monica Desai

Cc:

Subject: Closed Caption

Attachments:

Dear CGB Chief DeSai,

I would like to say closed caption is vital for me to live like others. Re2aCJ~~rafiii"b.,J~j(ari~~~n it
daily, it is one of the enjoyments in my life. I just received a captel phone and now am living again. For near1y
a year I have not been able to us the phone well. I do not live on and island anymore

It seems that people relay on cell phones and computers more now days. My daughter is sending this
message because I do not have a computer. Without cell phones or computers some people are left out in the
cold and now close caption will be dropped in some areas. NO THANK YOU!

The hard of hearing population is growing by the minute. Closed caption enables us to watch television and
"hea~' what we are watching. Please consider your decision.

Donna Cook

P.O. Box 622

Lakeland, MI 48143

https://webmail.fcc.gov/exchange/Pam.Gregory/Inbox/More%20cc%20undue%20burden... 10123/2006
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sent: Tue 10/17/2006 7:32 AM

PamG~ •

From: Steven PerTY [yrrepes@adelphla.net]
To: Monica Desai

Cc:

Subject: Re: DA 06-1802, CGB-CC-0005 and CGB-CC-0007

Attachments:

October 17, 2006
FCC Chief, Consumer & Governmental Affairs Bureau Monica Desai

Dear Monica Desai,

I protest the FCC approval of almost 300 requests for new programs to be shown
without closed captions.

The FCC weakened the closed captioning rules, and appears to have created new
standards and new rules for permitting programs to be televised without closed
captions. I believe the FCC violated the closed captioning rules.

People who are deaf or hard of hearing want access to televised information
and entertainment, just like everyone else.

Closed captioning is an essential part of any televised program. Captioning
is not too difficult or too expensive.

I cannot watch television programs that are not captioned.

Please reconsider these FCC decisions and support closed captioning.

Sincerely,

Steven Perry
1S61 Overhead Rd
Derby, NY 14047-9714

https:/lwebmail.fcc.gov/exchangelPam.GregoryllnboxIMore%20cc%20undue%20burden... 1012312006
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Sent: Tue 9/19/2006 5:18 PM

Pam Gre= _

From: susan stanke [susstan@yahoo.com]

To: Kevin Martin; Michael COpps; Jonathan Adelstein; Deborah Tate

CC: Monica Desai
Subject: captioning exemptions

Attachments:

Dear Chairman and Commissioners,

Try this experiment block your hearing with cotton and headphone and go about your day Interacting with your family and co
wor1<ers watch your favorite television programs Do not take off the ear phones for one whole day then come talk to me and share
your experiences.

Why are you granting so many dosed captioning exemptions all of a sudden? Those of us who are hard of hearing and deaf relay on
the captions to follow the dialogue of the television programs. I light iSOlation as It Is I do not need more of this kind of
treatment I am simply trying to be a productive member of society despite my Ilmltattons. BeIng a well informed person Is one of
my goals. I use the captioning along with the spoken dialogue to get the message. What about the deaf people or the people with
cochlear Implants who can not hear or can not dlstingqulsh the spoken dialogue? One sense Is severely Impaired almost useless
and sight alone Is simply not enough for them to get the full message. they need the dosed captioning.

Sincerely yours,

susan stanke
Po Box 51
Mercer, WI 54547

715-476-2474

How low will we go? Check out Yahoo! Messenger's low PC-to-Phone call rates.

https://webmail.fcc.gov/exchangelPam.GregorylInboxIMore%20cc%20undue%20burden... 10123/2006
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From: TABRattner@aol.com [TABRattner@aol.com] sent: Wed 9/27/2006 B:02 AM

To: Kevin Martin; Michael Copps; Jonathan Adelstein; Deborah Tate; Robert McDowell

Cc: Monica Desai

Subject: FCC Captioning Waivers

Attachments:

I did not choose to be deaf. I was bom deaf due to maternal rubella. Before closed captions became available,
I'd watch lV programs and cartoons with my parents and siblings and did not understand a word. With my
husband and children, I am able to enjoy lV programs with them and have intellectual conversations
discussing different programs. Aller a busy day, I deserve to relax and understand whafs being said instead of
continuing to be busy by trying to read lips.
I would like to have the same rights as any other people who CAN hear and ENJOY watching lV. If you grant
exemptions from captioning, you are taking away my rights. Do NOT do thatlll
Tracey, Maryland

https://webmail.fcc.gov/exchangelPam.Gregory/InboxIMore%20cc%20undue%20burden... 10/23/2006
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From: Thomas Coughlin [tDmcoughlin@juno.com] Sent: Wed 9/20/2006 2:20 PM

To: Monica Desai; Jonathan Adelstein; Michael Copps; Robert McDowell; Deborah Tate; Kevin Martin
Ce:
Subject: FCC exemptions of Oosed captioning for the Deaf and Heanng Impaired for Religious Broadcasters

Attachments:

Dear Monica: I am distressed by the recent exemption by the Government
regarding the requirements of Religious Broadcasters in providing closed
captions to the deaf and hearing impaired viewers. I am opposed to this
exemption. Everyone has the right to know what is going on dUring alllV
broadcastings. Closed captioning is relatively an easy task...one can
use computer's Automated Speech Recognizition system to caption all
spoken words.

I am totally deaf and I depend on Closed captions to get all info.
Please reverse this exemption or waiver for the ReligioUS Broadcasters.
Thank you sincerely. Thomas Coughlin of Hayward, california

https://webmail.fcc.gov/exchangelPam.Gregory/Inbox/More%20cc%20Wldue%20burden... 10/23/2006

._--_._._-------------------
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From: Theodore Henoy [thenoyS6@gmall.coml Sent: Sat 10/21/2006 11:32 PM
To: Monica Desai

Cc:

Subject: Re: DA 06-1802, CGB-CC-OOOS and CGB-CC-0007

Attachments:

October21,2006
FCC Chief, Consumer & Governmental Affairs Bureau Monica Desai

Dear Monica Desai,

I protest the FCC approval of almost 300 requests for new programs to be shown
without closed captions.

The FCC weakened the closed captioning rules, and appears to have created new
standards and new rules for pennitting programs to be televised without closed
captions. I believe the FCC violated the closed captioning rules.

People who are deaf or hard of hearing want access to televised information
and entertainment, just like everyone else.

Closed captioning is an essential part of any televised program. captioning
is not too difficult or too expensive.

I cannot watch television programs that are not captioned.

Please reconsider these FCC decisions and support closed captioning.

Sincerely,

Theodore Henry
7701 Arnoldtown Rd
loUisville, KY 40214-4401

https:llwebmail.fcc.gov/exchangelPam.Gregory/lnboxlmore%20emails%20for"1020file-2.... 10123/2006



> Re DA 06-1802, CGB-CC-0005, and CGB-CC-0007
>
> I am very hard of hearing. I've worn hearing aids for 30 years. Closed
> captioning allows me to "watch" (and ohearn) tv programs like anyone
> else. I can even "watch" them with a group. Without closed captioning,
> even if the sound is turned up to a level that disturbs anyone else, I
> cannot understand the words. Closed captioning is essential to me, and
> millions of others.
>
> It is also a convenience to millions of people without hearing loss.
> Many public places, like bars and airports, now keep the sound turned
> low and use the captioning to convey the words without the loud audio
> that would be needed in these large, open, noisy places.
>
> I protest the recent Orders granting exemptions for closed captioning.
> They undemnine current regulations. They create loopholes that may
> allow less dosed captioning. They are a step in the wrong direction.
> We need more and better captioning.
>
> Please reconsider.

ParnGreg~ J)otW
From: Unda M. [lilypad@newnorth.net]

To: Monica Desai
Cc:

Subject: Closed Captioning
Attachments:

CGB Chief DeSai:

rJo. Ob-I$I
sent: Thu 10/19/2006 8:50 PM

rage 1 or 1

Sincerely,
linda Mastalski
7127 5calbom
Hazelhurst, Wi 54531

https://webmail.fcc.gov/exchange/Pam.Gregory/lnbox/more%20emails%20for"1020file-2.... 10123/2006
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From: Friedman, Julie [Julle_Frledman@mcpsmd.org) Sent: FrI10/20/2006 3:41 PM

To: Kevin Martin; Deborah Tate; Robert McDowell; Michael Copps; Jonathan Adelstein; Monica Desai

Cc:
Subject: DA 06-1802, CGB-CC-OOS and CGB-CC-007

Attachments:

Dear Sir/Madam:

I strongly protest the recent Orders granting exemptions from closed
captioning issued by CGB. These Orders seem to form a new regulation,
with a new exemption basis, which is not in keeping with the current
regulations. I believe that the FCC is creating a loophole so that
almost any entity crying "it costs too much" will be able to use. With
the aging of the baby boomer generation, there will be more and more
people who will need closed capitoning. Your immediate reconsideration
of these Orders would be appreciated.

Sincerely,
Julie Friedman

https://webmail.fcc.gov/exchangelPam.GregorylInboxlmore%20emails%20for''1020file-2.... 10123/2006
___'._ ~..• __ ~__~ .-" ..... _'.__.- _.-,___ __·_·~..__ · .__ '.. _._'A··_' _
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From: Daniel Bondy [bondyl729@hotrnall.com) sent: Fri 10/20/2006 5:19 PM

To: Kevin Martin; Deborah Tate; Robert McDowell; Michael Copps; Jonathan Adelstein; Monica Desai

Cc:
Subject: DA 06-1802-eC-0005 and CGB-CC-0007

Attachments:

Dear Sirs,

FILED/ACCEPTED

OCT 262006
Federal CommUnlClltlllllS Commlealon

OfflCll ot the Secratary

I am writing this note for my 86 year old deaf mother to protest the recent Orders granting exemptions from
closed captioning issued

by the CGB. These orders appear to create a new regulation, carving out a new exemption basis, not in
keeping with current

regulations. My mother and I disapprove and believe the FCC has created a loophole that almost any entitiy
crying "It costs too

much" can now use. Please reconsider immediately! We need closed captioning! My mother is already very
isolated from the world and

this just adds to her isolation.

Daniel Bondy
for
Esther F. Bondy

7SS9 Heatherton Lane
Potomac, MD 20854

Stay in touch with old friends and meet new ones with Windows liVe Spaces
http://spaces.live.com/signup.aspx

https:llwebmail.fcc.gov/exchange/Pam.GregorylInboxtmore%20emails%20for''1020file-2.... )0/23/2006
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From: Crystal Hagen [crystalmillet@yahoo.com]
To: Monica Desai

Ce:

Subject: Re: DA 06-1802, CGB<C-llOO5 and CGB-CC-0007

Attachments:

October20,2006
FCC Chief, Consumer & Governmental Affairs Bureau Monica Desai

Dear Monica Desai,

sent: FrI 10/20/2006 11:52 AM

Page 1 or 1

I protest the FCC approval of almost 300 requests for new programs to be shown
without closed captions.

The FCC weakened the closed captioning rules, and appears to have created new
standards and new rules for permitting programs to be televised without closed
captions. I believe the FCC violated the closed captioning rules.

People who are deaf or hard of hearing want access to televised information
and entertainment, just like everyone else.

Closed captioning is an essential part of any televised program. captioning
is not too difficult or too expensive.

I cannot watch television programs that are not captioned.

Please reconsider these FCC decisions and support closed captioning.

Sincerely,

Crystal Hagen
9688 Spinnaker Creek Ave
las Vegas, NV 89148-4723

https://webrnail.fcc.gov/exchangelParn.GregoryIlnboxlrnore%20ernails%20for''1020file-2.... 10123/2006


